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THE BAGDAD RAILWAY
Alarm over the growing power and imperial ambitions of Germany was the principal single factor working for the consolidation of the Triple Entente. This statement implies no element of moral judgment, foolish and unnecessarily provocative as many of the policies of Berlin unquestionably were: the record of the other great Powers in this respect is far from blameless. It was Germany's misfortune, however, that she succeeded in simultaneously antagonizing three of her most formidable potential opponents—France, Great Britain, and Russia—and thus brought into existence the coalition which eventually spelled her doom. The Franco-German conflict over North Africa (the Moroccan crisis of 1905 and the Agadir crisis of 1911) aroused the nationalist spirit in France, revived the desire for the recovery of Alsace and Lorraine, and contributed to the movement of national awakening led by that admirable, yet formidable, Frenchman, Raymond Poincare. Germany's colonial demands were not liked in England, but they were not in themselves an insurmountable bar to a friendly understanding between the two countries. What made an Anglo-German rapprochement impossible was the program of naval rearmament launched by Berlin in 1898 and 1900 and intensified in 1908 when, after the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian convention and King Edward's visit to the tsar at Reval (June, 1908), "encirclement" became an obsession with Emperor William and German nationalist circles. The "big navy" policy was the pet child of Admiral von Tirpitz, secretary of the navy from 1897 to 1916, and had the enthusiastic support of William. To the London government, however, naval supremacy was a dogma admitting of no compromise. The dangerous implications of the von Tirpitz program were fully realized by responsible Germans. The resignation of von Billow in June, 19097 was due to the opposition of William and von Tirpitz to a reasonable naval agreement with England.15 Theobald von Bethmann Hollweg, chancellor from 1909 to 1917 and, like his predecessor, an advocate of naval concessions to Great Britain, twice offered his resignation in the vain attempt to check a policy that was leading Germany along the slippery path to war.16 Count Mettemich, German ambassador to London, and Albert Ballin, head of the Hamburg-America Line, favored the
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